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Canberra Bulls 
Speedway Club Inc


Mr Keith Webb

Chairman

Canberra Greyhound Racing Club

9 Jerrabomberra Avenue

Symonston, ACT, 2609

Dear Keith

Thank you for your letter regarding our proposal for speedway racing in your infield.  As you may imagine, we are extremely disappointed that your committee has turned down the proposal, on the grounds of possible damage to the upgraded surface of the greyhound race track.  

We made a considerable effort to demonstrate that there is, in fact, no likelihood of damage, noting that there are tracks in the UK where the two sports have co-existed happily for many decades.  Should any of your committee members wish to undertake a study tour to ascertain the facts, we would be pleased to provide you with an extensive itinerary of these stadiums, so that they can see for themselves.  

I attach some excerpts from a UK greyhound racing website www.greyhoundderby.com/, which was initially designed “to chart the history of greyhound racing in England, with particular emphasis on the English Greyhound Derby”. This website includes as one of its links “A Brief History of British Speedway”.  If you follow that link, you will find the following statements, together with many others telling similar stories:
· “As the public’s interest in greyhound racing grew there became a need to make greater use of the tracks and stadia for them to become financially viable. Speedway provided the perfect partner to greyhound racing”.
Following the link to Wembley Lions:

· “The first greyhound meeting took place at Wembley on 10th December 1927, the first winner starting from Trap 4 was a dog called Spin. It has hosted some of the major events of the sport, including the Coronation Stakes over 490 metres, first won by Bearded Biddy in 1928, the Gold Cup over 655 metres, first won in 1929 by Chain Mail, and the Trafalgar Cup over 490 metres”.

· “Speedway racing first came to the World Famous Wembley Stadium on 16th May 1929. It is recorded that a gate of 19,456 witnessed this first meeting, which was to prove successful for Roger Frogley in the Empire Stadium Shield”.

Following the link to Belle Vue Aces:
· “The first greyhound track to open in England was at Belle Vue, situated in the Gorton area of Manchester, when racing took place on 24th July 1926. Whilst the first meeting was well attended by a crowd in excess of 1700 people, interest quickly grew and crowds could be numbered in the thousands. The very first race to be run in England was won by Trap 1 Mistley”.

· “Belle Vue is steeped in history and opened its doors to dirt track speedway for the first time on 28th July 1928 in the Gorton area of Manchester. The Golden Helmet in that initial meeting was won by Frank Arthur”. 
Following the link to Coventry Bees:
· “Greyhound racing has taken place on a number of different tracks within the Coventry area, initially in Lythalls Lane and more recently at Brandon, with the first meeting taking place on 7th April 1928. The most prestigious race of the year is the Eclipse Stakes which was first run in 1938 when it resulted in a dead heat between Demotic Mick (of Greyhound Derby fame) and Catherine of Waterhall.  To this day the club plays a prominent role in British speedway”.

Following the link to Oxford Cheetahs:
· “Greyhound racing first took place at Oxford on the 397 metre circuit on 7th April 1939 and has witnessed some outstanding greyhounds throughout its history. One of the most famous is the bitch Narrogar Ann who had her first race at Oxford on 27th March 1948 and later went on to win the 1949 English Greyhound Derby. The most prestigious race that was run at the circuit was the Oxfordshire Stakes over 450 metres. 

· Speedway racing first took place at the Oxford Stadium, on Sandy Lane, in 1939. That first meeting, on the sandy surface, took place on 8th April of that year and proved a success for Roy Duke. The team enjoyed Open racing in the period 1939-41, including a number of wartime meetings, which was rare. At the end of the War the team competed in the National Leagues third tier from 1949-50 and in the second tier the next year.  Gradually gaining in experience, the team rose in the league structure and finally made the Premier League in 1995, and ultimately the Elite League in 1998”.

So you can see that the British greyhound racing community has welcomed speedway to its stadiums for over eighty years.  It is worth repeating the quote “Speedway provided the perfect partner to greyhound racing”.  I recommend the website to your committee members.

If, at some stage, your committee would like to resume dialogue on the proposal, we would be delighted to hear from you, as we remain convinced that it would be a mutually beneficial project.

Yours 
John Walker

President, Canberra Bulls Speedway Club.
Contacts:  
President: - John Walker, 02 6297 9764;   0417 489 281;    john.walker@ozemail.com.au
Vice President: - Terry Poole, 0407 285 626.  Secretary: - Lee Donnelly, 0417 446 445.
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